Job Chapters 38-42

38:1—41:34

Finally, the Lord reveals himself to Job and speaks to him directly. This comes after Job
has sworn several oaths of innocence (27:1-6; 31:5-40) and demanded: "let the Almighty
answer me." (31:35). The divine discourse consists of two speeches (chaps. 38-39 and 40-
41), both of which are followed by a short response from Job (40:3-5 and 42:1-6).
Curiously, God reveals job's ignorance and weakness rather than his innocence. Using a
series of rhetorical questions, the speeches are designed to induce humility In Job and to
give him a right perspective on the wisdom and power of God. The need to vindicate
God first, even before vindicating Job, was made necessary when Job justified himself
(32:2) rather than God. (40:8). It is only after the Lord clears himself of criminal charges
that Job is declared to be in the "right" (42:7) (CCC 223, 300).

38:8-11
Divine mastery over the primeval waters was a common motif in the ancient Near

East. Scripture employs it when It describes God subduing the chaos of the sea (Ps
65:7; 89:9) and defining its limits (Gen 1:9; Ps 33:7).

38:16-38

God has command of all creation, from its deepest depths to its highest heights (the
deep, earth, snow, hail, light, wind, rain, thunder, dew, ice, constellations, clouds,
lightning). Job, on the other hand, has limited understanding of these things and
virtually no ability to control them (CCC 269).

39:1
mountain goats: They give birth in the wild, far away from human civilization
where only God can look after their young.

39:5
wild donkey: Contrasted with the domesticated donkey, which men can harness to
pull carts and perform other burdensome tasks in the "city" (39:7).

39:9
wild ox: Contrasted with the domesticated ox, whose strength the farmer can utilize
for plowing and pulling. The wild ox flourished in biblical times and lands.



39:19
horse: The war horse, which is sturdy and maintains composure even in the heat of
battle. The military horse is sometimes compared to the "locust" (39:20), inasmuch

as both advance like an army to devastate the land before them (Jer 51:27; Joel 2:4;
Rev 9:7).

39:26
toward the south: The winter migration of the hawk is an instinct given by God.

39:27
eagle: Or "vulture". God has made him a hunter, able to spot prey at great distances

(39:29), as well as a scavenger, content to feed on the corpses of the "slain" (39:30; cf.
Mt 24:28; Lk 17:37).

40:2
contend with: The expression means "bring a lawsuit against". Recall that Job has
charged God with litigating against him in 10:2.

40:6—41:34 The Lord's final discourse. Job is humbled and left speechless when
confronted with God's authority to Judge wicked men (40:11-12) and with God's
mastery over two beasts untamed by man, the hippopotamus (Behemoth, 40: 15)
and the crocodile (Leviathan, 41: ). These massive animals are described, with some
poetic license as real living creatures; however, they may be taken to symbolize
cosmic and satanic forces of evil that man is helpless to conquer or control on his
own, In Jewish tradition, Behemoth and Leviathan represent the primeval chaos
monsters of land and sea that God will eventually slay and serve to the faithful as
food (1 Enoch 60, 7-25; 4 Ezra 6, 49-52; 2 Baruch 29, 3-7). The Lord now describes the
malice of the devil. Just as man, through sin, acts against reason and becomes like
the irrational creatures, so the devil, who sinned in forsaking supreme goods, is
compared to brute animals. Likewise, it is fitting that Job's debate, which deals with
his hardships, ends with a description of the devil inasmuch as Satan was the
beginning of his hardships (St. Thomas Aquinas, Literal Exposition on Job 40).

40:8

me in the wrong?: The implication of job's complaint in 19:1 The statement is a
reversal of 19:6. Justified: Vindicated by a declaration of innocence. Job is
reprimanded for justifying "himself rather than God" (32:2). ® In asserting his
righteousness, Job did not intend to disparage God's justice, as his friends wrongly
inferred. They indeed found it objectionable that he commended his righteousness
In a way that seemed to criticize divine justice. Hence, God puts the question to Job:
Do you so wish to justify yourself that I appear guilty in the eyes of others? (St.
Thomas Aquinas, Literal Exposition on Job 40),



40:15

Behemoth: The hippopotamus (known as the "water ox" in Egyptian). Although a
mere creature "made" by God (40: 15), it is a mighty and brawny beast that no hunter
can capture or subdue (40:24). It is at home on land or in the waters of the Nile,
where it finds shade under the "lotus plants" (40:21) and remains steady and
"confident" despite the river current that rushes against him (40:23). His name in
Hebrew means roughly "the supreme beast".

41:1-34

God again challenges Job to do the humanly impossible —to gain mastery over the
crocodile. Only the Lord can triumph over such a monster, for the very sight of the
reptile strikes fear into the hearts of men (41:8-9). Moreover, its body is so heavily
armored (41:13-15) that conventional weapons are useless against it (41:7, 26-29).

Leviathan (41:1)

liwyatan (Heb.): The name Leviathan means "one that twists" and appears six times
in the OT. It refers to a fearsome sea dragon that represents the primal forces of evil
that Yahweh subdued at creation when he stilled the raging waters of chaos (PS
104:26). He is pictured as a serpent coiling through the sea (Is 27:1) with multiple
heads (Ps 74:14) and the power to impose curses on the world (Job 3:8). He is also
called Rahab (Job 26:12; Ps 89:10). In God's final speech to Job, the name is given to
a crocodile, a creature, like the power of evil that was thought to be beyond man’s
power to vanquish (Job 41:1). Leviathan-also appears in Canaanite mythology
under the name Lotan (or Litan), which is linguistically related to the Hebrew term
In these pagan religious texts, the figure is a sea monster with seven heads that is
subdued by the god Baal and the goddess Anat. Lastly although the name itself is
not used, Leviathan appears as the seven-headed dragon in the Book of Revelation
(Rev 12:3), Where he is finally unmasked as "the Devil and Satan" (Rev 12:9).

42:1-6 Job's submission and repentance. His encounter with God's limitless power
and wisdom has silenced his tongue and stilled the storms of his mind. Job has come
to see (1) that God has ordered all things in the universe according to a divine
wisdom that surpasses human understanding (42:3), (2) that God is not accountable
to men or required to give an answer to their every demand (42:4),

and (3) that wisdom consists, not in solving the riddle of suffering, but in
humbling oneself before the Lord (426). * Be assured that whatever God ordains,
even If its reason lies beyond us, is always the work of One who is wise. We
should accept it, no matter how difficult it may be to endure, for God knows and
appoints what is best for each of us (St. Basil, Letters 5, 2).



42:7 what is right:

God vindicates Job before his friends, who have wrongly explained the reason for
his suffering. The implication is that Job was right to question their arguments, to
maintain his innocence, and to confess the limits of his own wisdom.

42:8

will accept his prayer: Indicates that Job is counted among the righteous of the OT,
whose intercessory prayers with God are powerful on behalf of others. This
company includes figures such as Abraham (Gen 20:7, 17), Moses (Num 1417-20),
Samuel (1 sam 7:5-11), and Elijjah (Jas 5:16-17).

Reflection Questions

1) 38:1. Contrast this verse with the experience of Elijah on Mount Horeb (1 Kings
19:1 1-13). Why might Job have needed a tempestuous theophany for his correction,
whereas Elijah needed only the "still, small voice" for his? How does the Holy Spirit
get your attention?

2) 38:5. One way the physical sciences seek an understanding of cosmology (the
study of the universe) is by measuring the sizes, numbers, distances, etc., of celestial
objects, Can such an approach determine the origin of the universe? What role does
faith play in the theories that science proposes?

3) 39:9-12. Have you ever tried to tame a wild animal or train a domestic one? Is
insight into animal behavior required for this? How much patience is required,
especially after unsuccessful tries? How does the Holy Spirit "tame" our hearts, and
how much patience might that take?

4) 40:3-5. What is true humility? When Jesus says that he is "lowly in heart" (Mt 1
1:29), what is he saying about himself? What does his statement suggest with
respect to how you should view yourself?

5) 41:1. What seems to lie behind the human tendency to imagine fierce and
malicious monsters? Although we no longer regard the crocodile as uncontrollable
as the ancients did, what kinds of monsters do we tend to create in their place?

6) 42:3. In former ages, philosophers believed that there were certain things the
human mind was not apt (capable, equipped, or suited) to know. How has that
attitude changed in our more "enlightened" and scientific age? What does it mean
to know God —and how is he still beyond our knowledge?



7) 42:10. What will the Lord restore to you when you repent sin? How do the
sacraments aid in this restoration?



