
  

 

SAINT MATTHEW’S CHURCH 
VOORHEESVILLE, NY  
2023PARISH  REPORT  

Dear Friends,  

Thinking about the past year in our network of parishes, my thoughts were 
drawn to this morning’s Gospel. 

“While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of 
God, he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there 
alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were washing 
their nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he 
asked him to put out a short distance from the shore. Then he sat down 
and taught the crowds from the boat. After he had finished speaking, he 
said to Simon, "Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch." 
Simon said in reply, "Master, we have worked hard all night and have 
caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets." When they 
had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were 

tearing. They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came and filled both boats so 
that the boats were in danger of sinking. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, "Depart 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man." For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those 
with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. Jesus said to Simon, 
"Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men." When they brought their boats to the shore, they left 
everything and followed him.    ”Luke (5:1-11). 
 
This last year we have seen scores of people grab their nets and get back into the boat with Jesus and with each 
other!  And called by God, what a catch we’ve had. Take a few minutes to read this report, and let yourself be just as 
astonished as Peter by the all that has happened.  And know this:  there is still more to come, and you are called to 
join in!  

My prayer for us all this year is the Prayer of Sir Francis Drake!  
 

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves, 
When our dreams have come true 
Because we have dreamed too little, 
When we arrived safely 
Because we sailed too close to the shore. 
 
Disturb us, Lord, when 
With the abundance of things we possess 
We have lost our thirst 
For the waters of life; 
Having fallen in love with life, 
We have ceased to dream of eternity 
 
And in our efforts to build a new 
earth, 
We have allowed our vision 
Of the new Heaven to dim. 
 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 
To venture on wider seas 
Where storms will show your mastery; 
Where losing sight of land, 
We shall find the stars. 
We ask You to push back 
The horizons of our hopes; 
And to push into the future 
In strength, courage, hope, and love. 

 
Hear Christ calling you to grab your nets and put out into the deep water with us this 
coming year!  We need every boat….including yours….to bring the catch safely 
ashore! 

With Him, In Him and Through Him,   Fr. Rick 
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2022-2023 Faith Development at St. Matthew’s Church 

Over the past year, Faith Development offered a variety of opportunities to help parishioners of St. Matthew’s Church grow deeper 
in their relationship to God, others, and the Church.  
 
Generations of Faith 
The theme for the 2022-23 year was Spirituality and Prayer. GoF offered 7 sessions from October 2022 through May 2023. Satur-
day and Sunday sessions were offered to 44 families, individuals, and couples, (143 adults and children). Each session included 
attending Mass, gathering for a meal, and then age-appropriate breakout sessions. The GoF team consisted of 6 catechists and 3 
classroom helpers.  
 
Retreats 
2 were offered this year. The Advent retreat occurred on Saturday, Dec. 17, from 9:30am to 11pm. 
The retreat was facilitated by Deacon Nick Ascioti at St. Matthew’s Church. Despite the weather 
and a change in location, 30 people attended. The other retreat was offered on Tuesday, July 18 to 
the GoF catechists and helpers. The retreat was facilitated by Dr. Joy Galarneau at the Joshua 
House in Altamont. 6 catechists attended. 
 
RCIA 
Angie Diamond oversees the RCIA program. 5 people journeyed through RCIA this past year, 2 
catechumens and 3 candidates. All received the sacraments at Easter Vigil Mass.  
 
Scripture Sharing  
Angie Diamond facilitates a group of 15-20 parishioners for scripture sharing. This group reads the gospel for the upcoming week, 
sharing insights and reflections about the scripture. This group meets every Tuesday evening throughout the year. 
 
Bible Study 
3 Bible studies were held this past year, facilitated by Deacon Nick Ascioti. In the Fall a six-week study of the Letter to the He-
brews was held in October and November. A four-week Advent study was held in December. This study focuses on the passages 
from the Book of Isaiah and the Gospel of Matthew. Lastly, a Lenten study was held for three weeks in March. The focus was the 
Passion narrative in the Gospel of John. Each study had 6-10 participants.  

SACRAMENTS  CELEBRATED 

BAPTISM……… 19 

FIRST COMMUNION…… 30 

CONFIRMATION….. 30 

MARRIAGE…… 3 

FUNERALS…...19 

FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM 

In October, 2022 our First Communion Program held the first of three retreats.  In total 30 chil-
dren participated in the sacramental program and Genera-
tions of Faith.  Each month they studied parts of the Mass and 
learned about some of the many different ways we pray.  At 
our final session, while learning about the many ways to fulfill 
our mission to serve others, the children completed a book 
donation service project with Grassroot Givers, a local non-
profit.  In May 2023, the children celebrated their First Com-
munion at four of our weekend Masses.  It was a joy to have 

our parish family celebrate this important sacrament with the children and their families.   

CONFIRMATION 

We celebrated the Confirmation of 30 teens at 
the Cathedral of Immaculate Conception in the 
Fall with much joy and fanfare. To our delight, 
11 candidates continued on their faith journey 
with us by joining the Peer Mentor program, 
making the 
total 18 
mentors. 
Summer 
months 

were spent in leadership training to 
prepare for the 19 new Confirmation 
candidates in September. The group 
continues to learn how to grow their 
relationship with God, to understand 
what it means to be Catholic, and 
why we celebrate the sacraments. 
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 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 
 Revenue:      

      

Total Collections    451,376     417,762     366,585     354,849     345,746  
Other Revenue    111,872     133,863       90,005     119,684     151,186  
Total Operating Revenue    563,248     551,625     456,590     474,533     496,932  

      

Expenses:      

Personnel Costs (incl Clergy)   (235,936)   (242,828)   (223,691)   (279,313)   (313,827) 
Bldg/Facilities Costs     (51,425)     (50,537)     (44,190)     (52,142)     (68,600) 
Other operating Costs   (187,750)   (159,287)   (118,442)   (132,887)   (136,272) 

      

Total Operating Costs   (475,111)   (452,651)   (386,323)   (464,342)   (518,699) 
      

Net Operating Income/(Loss)      88,137       98,974       70,267       10,191      (21,767) 
      

      

Extraordinary/Non-Recurring items:     

Note: Not included in above numbers     

      

RIOF    159,577       90,535     113,002       73,627       61,300  
Gain/(Loss) on Investments      31,815       14,532     164,810      (95,824)      95,879  
Capital Improvements     (46,729)     (88,804)     (21,310)     (15,764)       (6,965) 
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RE-IGNITING OUR FAITH PROJECTS  

¨ Refurbished Social Hall with new 
paint colors, new flooring & new 
window treatments. 

¨ New Boiler  

2023 HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 

There is something about walking in the Holy Land that 
brings that brings new insights and experiences to our 
faith.  In January 100 pilgrims from our Parish Network 

and beyond walked where Jesus walked.   
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SYNOD PROCESS  
 

In the Fall of 2022, the St. 
Matthew’s Church Synod 
Committee presented the 
responses from both the 
online survey and listening 
sessions held earlier in the 
year at St. Matthew’s for 
the Synod on Synodality. 
Positive feedback over-
whelmingly reflected the 
sense of community, fami-

ly, acceptance and belonging at St. Matthew’s, along with 
the helping, giving nature of its parishioners. Other common 
positive themes were thankfulness for the priests, relevant 
homilies and spiritual nourishment, as well as for the parish’s 
ministries. General positive church experiences included 
receiving Sacraments, embracing scripture, proclaiming and 
living the Gospel, and such feelings as spirituality, peace, 
and helping in times of need. Conversely, negative experi-
ences reflected the shortage of priests, with inconsistency of 
leadership and homilies. The sexual abuse scandal was very 
much on respondents’ minds when identifying disappoint-
ment with the Church. Most comments centered on sugges-
tions for improvements and ways the Church can change. 
The largest number of these centered on the priesthood and 
Church leadership. Allowing women to become deacons, 
priests, and involved in leadership positions, as well as al-
lowing priests to marry were recurring themes. Also im-
portant were rebuilding the Church and parish by providing 
outreach, encouraging attendance and participation, includ-
ing better connections with, and more opportunities for, 
youth. A more inclusive Church was also envisioned by Syn-
od participants to welcome, listen to and value a wide range 
of voices, including LGBTQ and BIPOC communities, immi-
grants, and the general laity. Participants also felt that the 
Church needs to do a better job correcting the sexual abuse 
problem, recognizing the responsibility to survivors, facing 
the issue with honesty, prosecuting those responsible, and 
stopping future abuse. 
 
The results of St. Matthew’s synod input were reported to the 
Diocese, and feedback has been carried from all the surveys 
and listening sessions to the Vatican. The first assembly of 
the Synod of Bishops on Synodality will be held in October, 
with women for the first time among voting members of a 
synod. The Synod Committee has been meeting with our 
Pastor, Fr. Rick Lesser and Fr. Charles Onyeneke. St. Mat-
thew’s recognizes that there are large issues under control 
of Church leadership, such as changes to the priesthood, 
that are beyond the ability of the parish to address directly. 
The Synod Committee is focused on providing suggestions 
and leadership as appropriate, on those issues that the par-
ish can move forward with on the local level, and in coordi-
nating with other area parishes to advance improvements. 
The parish has already been able to advance the goal of 
having a constant presence by having Fr. Charles now living 
in the rectory. Altar servers have also returned. We are cur-
rently increasing outreach efforts to help rebuild the parish 
and continue to assess other issue areas that the parish can 
advance.  
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PARISH DEMOGRAPHICS  

St. Matthew’s is located in the village of Voorheesville 
within the town of New Scotland.  We are networked with 

our sister parishes of Christ the King, Guilderland,        
St. Lucy’s/ St. Bernadette’s, Altamont & St. Thomas, 

Delmar.  

Total registered families …1,012  

Envelope Contributors……359      E-Givers………..60  

 2022 Avg. Weekend Mass Count …..246   

2023 Avg. Weekend Mass Count….. ..247 

2022-23 Diocesan Appeal Total Gifts………..$72,550 

This was $12,266 short of our assessment. This balance 
was paid out of our Operating Funds.    

Total Contributing Families……… ...170 

HOSPITALITY & PARISH EVENTS 

JULY 1, 2022 – JUNE 30, 2023  PARISH EVENTS 

Summer Family Movie Night – Clifford the Big Red Dog 
Summer Family Splish Splash Water Fun 
Senior’s First Friday Pasta Salads 
Feast Day Picnic – 60th Anniversary 
Speaker – Nikki Kingsley – Conversion Testimony 
Pet Blessing 
Pasta/Meatball Dinner- Scholarship Fundraiser 
St. Matthew’s Playgroup Sessions 
Trunk Or Treat @ Northern Barrel 
Senior’s First Friday Soups 
Election Day Bake Sale 
Christmas Wreath Sale 
Christmas Caroling 
 Cochran & Co. / David Leonard/ Dave Pettigrew Concert 
Winter Coffee Social 
Valentine’s Coffee Social 
Ash Wednesday Soup Super 
3 Parish Lenten Retreat  

¨ “Set the World on Fire” Jonathan Fanning 
Holy Land Pilgrimage Presentation 
Good Friday Soup Supper 
Ministry Fair Reception 
Pentecost Reception & Madge’s Retirement Reception 
The Chosen Movie Series – Season 3 
Craft/Vendor Fair 
High School Graduation Re-
ception 
Fr. Dan’s Farewell Reception 

PARISH COMMITTEES 

PASTORAL  COUNCIL   

David Ernst-Chairperson,  Sabrina Balbuena, Linda 
Conway, Cheryl Dacullo-Hoyer, John DiIanni,  Deb 

Engel,  Josh Terry 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 Chris Madden—Chairperson, Jim Connolly,                           
Josette Guastella, Richard Polsonilli, Roz Robinson,                                          

Mike Markham - Parish Accountant  

TRUSTEES  

Mary Gay Wood, Steve Goss 

LITURGY COMMITTEE 

 Bill Brett,  Carl Alexandrov,  Andrea Freeman,                        
Bob Harms, Millie Selby,  Anne Smolen, Nick Ascioti         


